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VDMA: Path for the “Made in China 2025” strategy
Industry 4.0 can help to master this challenge

Düsseldorf, 23 October 2016 – China has been no longer a low wage-cost country for a long time now. Its rapid climb to become the second largest national economy in the world goes together with strong growth in wage costs. This cost pressure drives companies to use of more automation and new technologies in production. “A technical development upwards is very clearly recognisable”, said Gero Willmeroth, President Sales and Service at Engel Austria in VDMA’s “Talk in the pavilion” at K 2016. Companies have not only to compensate the cost pressure however. They are increasingly pressurised by their customers to produce at their high-tech level. “Everything at Chinese companies revolves around efficiency. We have to offer solutions that help Chinese customers to become more efficient”, said Dr Reinhard Schiffers, Head of Machine Technology in the KraussMaffei Group. Industry 4.0 will therefore be seen as the path to reach this aim. 
There are still a number of hindrances preventing entry into digitalisation and networking on a large scale. One of them lies in the technical infrastructure. “There are still significant restrictions. Fast Internet is seldom. Also the reliability of Internet is in many cases entirely insufficient”, said Willmeroth. On top of that well trained professional staff are lacking everywhere. “It is a very large challenge to get talented people. The schools still do not bring forward enough young people who can be used in the companies”, said Uwe Thönniss, a former CEO of Brückner Group’s Servtec subsidiary. In addition to that, there is only a very weakly pronounced understanding of data security.  
Nevertheless, there is no way for German companies to avoid maintaining their own production in China and, at least in future, to also set up a part of research & development locally. Initially, in that product development is adapted to Chinese requirements, later through development of own products for the Chinese market. “We will see a larger part of the value creation chain in China in the future”, Willmeroth said.
Industry 4.0 is still a vision for China
Industry 4.0 is still not a technology trend. “China continues to be a developing country. The prerequisites for Industry 4.0 do not exists yet”, said Stanley Chu, Chairman of the trade fair company Adsale in the morning during a discussion in the TV Pavilion. There are only a few individual companies that already apply networked production today. Industry 4.0 is still a vision for Chinese companies. But it is one that will have to become reality in the foreseeable future, if one wants to do something to counter the cost pressure. Chu therefore wants, with support from VDMA, to place the subject of Industry 4.0 in the foreground at the next Chinaplas trade fair, organized by Adsale.
Interest in Industry 4.0 is high, at least with Chinese visitors to the K 2016 trade fair. But the number of exhibitors is also large. “The Chinese exhibitors are very important for the K”, said Erhard Wienkamp, Divisional Executive Director at Messe Düsseldorf. More than 200 exhibitors from China are represented in 2016 at the K in Düsseldorf. 

“Catch of the day”
[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to illustrate practicability of Industry 4.0, VDMA presents an industrial application on each day during K 2016, the “Catch of the day”. On Saturday the injection moulding machinery producer Engel presented an interdental brush, a so called scrub. The five centimetres long, filigree brush for cleaning between the teeth has been produced for the first time on one machine instead of three machines. The grip, shaft and fibre tufts had to be produced separately from each other in the past. Assistance systems are connected with this space‑saving production. They accurate measure and optimally regulate the injection process, tool closing force and temperature control. It has been succeeded through this to find the right setting for each shot of eight brushes. This is how the reject rate is drastically reduced and efficiency increases. Using the assistant systems represents an application of Industry 4.0. They collect and process all relevant data of the production process and thereby control production.  
------------------------------- 

And this is how it continues today:
Programme for 23.10.2016
Work 4.0 and company procedures 

11:00 – 11:15 Breakfast television
Benjamin Grümer and Suveni Kreimeier, IKV,
Ralf Nolden and Achim Trübner, Kautex Maschinenbau,
· How does Industry 4.0 change the way of working?

13:00 – 13:30 Catch of the day, ARBURG
· Industry 4.0 technology explained based on an example of a specific product

14.00 – 14.30 Industry 4.0 summarised
Dr Harald Weber, VDMA
· Industry 4.0 in the plastics and rubber machinery industry – a technical introduction

15.00 – 15.05 Making of 4.0 Daily
· Production of the daily news broadcast

16.30 – 17.00 Talk in the pavilion
Thilo Brodtmann, VDMA,
Dr Peter Ittermann, TU Dortmund
· Influence of Industry 4.0 on company procedures, qualifications and training strategies

17.00 – 17.10 Chat at the bar
· An informal review of the day at the fair

17.00 – 18.00 Get-together
· Opportunity for guests, members and press representatives for in-depth discussions
--------------------------

VDMA at K 2016:
Hall 16/F42
VDMA TV Pavilion FG 16.1 (Open area, opposite Hall 16)
VDMA TV Pavilion – Fair television programme

Best practice with Industry 4.0 in plastics and rubber machinery production on plastics40.tv
Already 35 member companies have each already entered a practical example of Industry 4.0 on our K 2016 website. They provide a first view of which technologies they are showing at the fair. You will also find a technology overview of Industry 4.0 in plastics and rubber machinery, as well as contributions of our Kountdown film series.

Links:
http://plastics40.tv
http://plastics.vdma.org
www.plas.tv
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